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A New Interpretation of the Word “Luo” in “Luoyue”
Wu Zhongding

(Institute of Chinese Linguistics, Huazhong U niversity of
Science and TechnologyWuhan, 430074, China)

Abstract: The name of Luoyue ethnic group is one of main research topics in Baiyue civilization
history . Luoyue is also called Heyue. From ancient times up to now, Generations of scholars have
offered various interpretations of “Luo” in “Luoyue” with no convincing and conclusive results,
because nobody has found its primary meaning. T his paper bases on various points of view about
the origin of some words “Luo” in Luoyue to analyze and propose a new explanation of the origin
respectively. It plays an important role in researching of the history of the ancient ethnic groups in
southern China and Southeast Asia.
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