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STONE – A FACTOR CREATES SPIRITUAL SPACE 

IN THE VIETNAMESE FOLK TALES

Nguyen Thi Quynh Huong

Hue University of Science, Vietnam

Abstract: Stone roles the spiritual space in Vietnamese legend in three types: 

Firstly, sacred spaces: Stone is internally the sacred space, the space chosen to 

shelter not only for gods but also for the spirits of characters. Whatever the shelter is 

temporary or permanent, the holiness of this space is homogeneous from the 

angels/ historical character; Secondly, worship space: Stone is a factor to build up 

the worship space. Besides the relationship with stone-worship, stone in Vietnamese

legend is also the stacking of other beliefs, religions; Thirdly, dream space: The 

phenomenon of stone space integrating into dream space. Stone seems to become 

an obsession in the life of Vietnamese people from real realm into dream realm. As 

Jung's explanation on the collective unconsciousness, it is likely the dreams also 

have the connotation of generic knowledge and omen. So that, stone symbol in 

Vietnamese legend clarified the relationship between legend and religion, literature 

and culture.

Keywords: stone, spiritual space, folk tales

INTRODUCTION

"A symbol is richer than a sign, a pure symbol: its effect is beyond meaning, it 

depends on the interpretation and interpretation that depends on a certain direction. It 

is extremely sexy and dynamic "(Chevalier, Gheerbrant, 2002). Therefore, specifying 

all the meaning classes of the symbol seems to be impossible. In this article, we only 

go into a meaningful class of stone symbols: spiritual space. We divide the spiritual 


