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�v Introduction ------------ 
 

Join us everyone, in inspiring all generations and inspiring new geography! 
 
   This Asia-based conference has provided academic exchanges and discussion by dedicated 
researchers, mainly young geographers from Japan, Korea and China, since 2006. The 14th conference 
will be held in Okayama City, Japan in 2019. Join us, enjoy academic exchange and deepen your 
friendship! 
 
 

Venue 
 
Convention Venue: Okayama University, Okayama City, JAPAN 
 
 

Conference Theme 
 

Learn from the Past Asia, Create the Future Asia 
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This conference received the following grants (Alphabetical order): 

- Okayama Convention Center 
- The Association of Japanese Geographers (AJG) 
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Conference Schedule 
 
Conference will take place from October 18 to 21 in Okayama University, Okayama, Japan. 
 

 
October 18 (Fri.) Registration, Plenary Session (Keynote Speech), Welcome Party 
October 19 (Sat.) Academic Session, Poster Presentation 
October 20 (Sun.) Academic Session, Poster Presentation, Closing Ceremony, Farewell Party 
October 21 (Mon.) Field Excursion in Okayama 
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Schedule table 
  Oct. 18 (Fri.) Oct. 19 (Sat.) Oct. 20 (Sun.) Oct. 21 (Mon.)

A.M. 

9:00 -10:20 

 

Academic Session 

Field Excursion 

10:20-10:40 Coffee Break 

10:40-12:00 Academic Session 

P.M. 

12:00-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:20 

Registration 

Academic Session 

15:20-15:40 Coffee Break 

15:40-17:00 Academic Session 

17:00-18:00 

 

 

Eve. 
18:00-19:00 Opening Ceremony Closing Ceremony 

Farewell Party 
 

19:00-21:00 Welcome Party 

 

Organization 
Organizer 
  The Organizing Committee of the 14th Japan-Korea-China Joint Conference on Geography 
Sponsor 

The Association of Japanese Geographers (AJG) 
  The Korean Geographical Society (KGS) 
  The Geographical Society of China (GSC) 
 

Organizing Committee 
 
Chairperson 

KIM Doo-Chul (Okayama University) 
 
Secretary-General 

OISHI Takayuki (Okayama Shoka University) 
 
Members of Committee 

ARAKI Hitoshi (Ritsumeikan University)* 
HIRONO Satoko (Waseda University) 
HONDA Yasuko (Okayama University) 
KOMAKI Nobuhiko (Aichi University) 
MOTOKI Masatoshi (Tokiwa University) 

  SASAKI Toru (Miyagi University of Education)* 
SHIN Jiyeon (University of Tokyo) 
TERATOKO Yukio (University of Nagasaki) 
WU Chenghung (Waseda University) 
YAMAMOTO Kenta (Kokugakuin University)* 
* International Committee member 

 

Advisory Committee 
MURAYAMA Yuji, President of AJG, Japan 
LEE Yong-Woo, President of KGS, Korea 
CHEN Fahu, President of GSC, China 
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�v Access to the Venue ------------ 

 

To Okayama 
 
The Okayama Airport (OKJ) is the easiest way to access the venue from abroad. 

 
Source: “OKAYAMA CITY Guide Map” 

 
 

From Okayama Airport to the Okayama Station 
 
By Limousine: JPY760 
Two companies (Chutetsu Bus/�p5rG^GG & Okaden Bus/�¸7ÁG^GG) operate limousine bus services 
from the airport to Okayama station. It takes about 30 min, but it depends on traffic condition. 
Get more information, please visit: https://www.okayama-airport.org/en/access/bus 
 

 



 v

 

From Okayama Station to Okayama University 
 
By Train (JPY140) and on foot 
Please take the JR Tsuyama Line from Okayama Station to Hokaiin Station. After that, it takes 15 
minutes from Hokaiin Station to Okayama Univ. (Graduate School of Natural Science and 
Technology). 
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Venue of Conference 
 

The main venue of conference is Graduate School of Natural Science and Technology in Okayama 
University. The lunch and welcome party venue is Peach Union. And the farewell party will held in 
Recent Culture Hotel. 
We had already booked 3 hotels for Korean and Chinese participants. 
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�v Program (Plenary Session & Welcome Party) ---- 
 

Date: October 18 (Fri.) 
 

�Ì  Registration (14:00-18:00) 
Venue: Graduate School of Natural Science and Technology (2F hall)  
 
Timetable 
14:00 Start registration desk 
 

�Ì  Opening Ceremony (18:00-18:45) 
Venue: Graduate School of Natural Science and Technology (Large 

Conference Room)  

 
 
Timetable 
18:00 Welcome speech from the Chairperson of the Organizing Committee 

Prof. KIM Doo-Chul (Okayama University) 
 
18:10 Address from Korea and China 

Prof. HWANG Chul-Sue (Vice President, The Korean Geographical Society; and 
Professor, Kyung Hee University, Korea) 

Prof. XUE Desheng (Professor, Sun Yat-Sen University, China) 
 
18:25 Keynote speech 
 Contribution of Geospatial Technology to Regional Geography in Asia 

Prof. MURAYAMA Yuji (President, The Association of Japanese Geographers; and 
Professor, University of Tsukuba, Japan) 

 
18:45 Program ends 
 

�Ì  Welcome Party (19:00-21:00) 
Venue: Peach Union  
 
Timetable 
19:00 Speech & Toast 

Prof. ARAKI Hitoshi (Ritsumeikan University, Japan) 
Prof. JUNG Hyunjoo (Seoul National University, Korea) 
Prof. CHAI Yanwei (Peking University, China) 

 
21:00 Program ends 
 
 
  



kilometers respectively, and the urban agglomeration along the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River 

cannot expand the boundary radius exceeds 200 kilometers at present. 

(2) In terms of the hierarchical system, Ring of Changsha-Zhuzhou-Xiangtan urban agglomeration 

is second to the urban agglomeration of Pan-Wuhan and both exceed the urban agglomeration around 

Poyang Lake; but the urban agglomeration along the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River has no 

heart yet. 

(3) Analysis of Maturity shows that Ring of Changsha-Zhuzhou-Xiangtan urban agglomeration 

surpasses the other two as several depressions exist in the middle of the urban agglomeration of 

Pan-Wuhan and two cities are away from the urban agglomeration around Poyang Lake.  

(4) The members of the urban agglomeration along the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River are 

Wuhan, Huanggang, Xiaogan, Changsha,Zhuzhou, Xiangtan and Yiyang, is smaller to a quarter of the 

original planning; and “Wuhan & Changsha” will shape into an integrated center. 

These results offer a scientific reference to the integrated development planning of the urban 

agglomeration along the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River. 
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Towards a New Post-Cluster Regional Industrial Policies 
 

NAHM Keebom1 and LEE Jeong Rock2 
 

1 Professor, University of Seoul 
2 Professor, Chonnam National University 

1 Dept. of Urban Sociology, 163 Seoulsiripdae-ro, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul 02504, Korea 
2 Dept. of Geography, 77 Yongbong-ro, Buk-gu, Gwangju, 61186, Korea 

1 E-mail: nahm@uos.ac.kr 
2 E-mail: jrlee@chonnam.ac.kr 

 

Keywords: post-cluster policy, smart specialization strategy, selection and concentration, placed-based 

industrial policy 

 

During the last two decades, industrial cluster policies for promoting regional economic growth 

and industrial development have been flourishing all over the world. Even though cluster policies have 

partly contributed to regional industrial growth and innovation capabilities, they have long been 

blamed for regional industrial lock-ins and declining regional industrial resilience because of applying 

homogenous cluster policies and regional specialized strategic industrial promotion policies for 

various localities, which are based on so-called ‘selection and concentration’ principle. This paper 

suggests post-cluster policy focused on placed-based smart specialization and regional business 

platform strategies.  
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The Transition of Prefectures’ Antenna Shops in Central Tokyo 
 

KAMMURA Hiroaki 

 
Lecturer, Shobi University 

1-1-1 Toyoda-cho, Kawagoe-shi, Saitama, 350-1110, Japan 

E-mail: h-kanmura@s.shobi-u.ac.jp 

 

Keywords: local government, industrial promotion, marketing places, antenna shop, Central Tokyo 

 

In recent years, Japanese government has strengthened policies, such as the national “Overcoming 

Population Decline and Vitalizing Local Economy” policy, to regional issues such as population 

decline and industrial promotion in non-metropolitan areas. Also, local governments are trying to 

increase employment opportunities by revitalizing the local economy. As one of these policies, local 

governments are strengthening PR for expanding sales channels of products and attracting tourists, in 

metropolitan areas where the population is concentrated. The purpose of this study is to clarify today’s 

condition of such PR activities in metropolitan areas. The case of this study is prefectures’ antenna 

shops. From November to December in 2018, the author conducted a questionnaire survey to 29 

prefectures, and an interview survey to 12 of these prefectures. Also, the author conducted a similar 

survey in 2012. In this study, we combined those two results to analyze antenna shops. 

Originally, the antenna shop is a store that companies set for the purpose of collecting marketing 

data. However, stores set by local governments, for the purpose of PR and selling local products, are 

also called antenna shops in Japan. Many antenna shops are retail stores that sell local food and craft 

goods, but some also have restaurants and tourist information centers. In addition, some support 

businesses of each region, which conduct business activities in Tokyo. The number of antenna shops 

has increased since around 2000. The shops concentrated in metropolitan areas, especially in central 

Tokyo such as Ginza, Nihombashi. These characteristics are common between 2012 and 2018. In 

addition, antenna shops are frequently introduced by mass media, and the popularity of them has been 

improved. Recently, because the number of them in central Tokyo increased, the competition become 

intensified. Therefore, prefectures seek to differentiate them, such as specializing in restaurants and 

lodging facilities, or establishing a brand image by upgrading them. 

One of these antenna shops has annual sales over 1 billion yen, and an annual number of its 

visitors excesses 1 million. It is said that there are clear effects in the promotion of local products and 

PR of each region. However, the exact effect to the regional economy of prefectures is unclear, and 

some prefecture offices said it is unknown whether this is an appropriate way for regional economic 
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development. Above condition of antenna shops can be explained by the concept of “marketing 

places”. This is the idea that it could develop the regional economy of each region by meeting the 

demand of its stakeholders. In Japan, population and economic functions are highly concentrated in 

Tokyo. Therefore, local government recognized that it is necessary for revitalizing regional economy 

to promote local products or tourist site in Tokyo. And, we could understand that local governments 

carried out policies seen as "marketing places", such as differentiating the concept and type of antenna 

shops, under the competition with other regions. 
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The Relocation of Shanghai's Computer Manufacturing Industries 

and Its Regional Economic Impacts 
 

LI Xiande 

 
Associate professor, Shanghai Normal University 

100 Guilin Road, Shanghai, 200234, China 

E-mail: lixiande2007@163.com 

 

Keywords: computer manufacturing industry, industrial relocation, structural decomposition analysis, 

industrial diversity index, Shanghai  

 

The impacts of "decoupling" global production networks on China's regional economies have 

become more pronounced since the 2008 Global Financial Crisis. Shanghai's computer manufacturing 

industries are being relocated, especially to Chongqing, an inland Chinese city. Drawing upon 

Shanghai's Input-Output tables and industrial databases, this study employs structural decomposition 

method and industrial diversity index to characterize structural changes in Shanghai's computer 

manufacturing industries and assess the corresponding regional economic impacts. More specifically, 

this study finds that: (1) As Shanghai's computer manufacturing industries have been 'locked' in the 

assembly process within the global value chain, the decreasing value added rates and increasing labor 

costs are driving firms away from Shanghai. (2) The total economic outputs of Shanghai's computer 

manufacturing industries decreased by 48.39 billion Yuan during 2007- 2012, mainly due to shrinking 

domestic market and technological changes. (3) The relocation of computer manufacturing industries 

has limited impacts on the Pudong New Area, which has a more diverse industrial base. By contract, 

Minhang District and Songjiang District, with less diverse industries, are hit hard by the relocation of 

computer manufacturers. In order to accommodate the impacts of "decoupling" global production 

networks and improve regional economic resilience, Shanghai needs to become a research and 

development hub within global production networks, have higher labor productivity and value- added 

rates, as well as host a diversified industrial structure. 
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The Production of Commercial Gentrified Spaces: 
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HUANG Xing and LIU Yuting 
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Keywords: commercial gentrification, the production of space, local state, local residents, Chengdu 

 

As a process of social and spatial change, gentrification has long been put its sight on the issue of 

class upgrading and transformation. Commercial gentrification is a new form of contemporary 

gentrification since the Millennium, characterized by land use changes and the production of new 

affluence commercial spaces which excludes the low-income residents and consumers. Academic 

literature on Chinese cities cases have tried to study various forms of gentrification such as new-build 

gentrification, rural gentrification, tourism gentrification and studentification, while commercial 

gentrification has seldom been researched in Chinese cities.  

Taking a case of TaiKoo Li in Chengdu, this paper aims to examine the process of commercial 

gentrification in urban China through the lens of the production of space. The space triple dialectics is 

used to investigate the mechanism of the production of gentrified spaces. In other words, the process 

of commercial gentrification in this case study is analyzed through the representation of space, the 

space of representation and the practice of space. According to the empirical research, it is found that 

the local state in Chengdu plays a key role in order to cause commercial gentrification, while the 

developer is another main sponsor. Taking use of the cultural capital of historic buildings, these two 

actors have cooperated together and developed a traditional dilapidated neighborhood into a 

high-ranking consumption area, catering for the high-income consumers who aspire to display their 

cultural capital. This movement has conformed to the urban development strategy of Chengdu’s local 

state, fascinating the global capital inflow against the background of globalization. Meanwhile, the 

local residents have also taken use of their “strategies” against the power of authorities. In this process, 

a new globalized commercial space has been produced by the cooperation of local state and 

developers, while the low-income original residents have to be displaced from their homes. 
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Determinants of Villagers’ Intentions to Purchase Houses in Cities in China 
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Keywords: urbanization, intention, purchasing house, villagers, China 

 

As the largest developing country in the world, China has experienced rapid growth of urban 

population since the reform and opening up in 1978. In recent years, China’s central government are 

still promoting development of urbanization, and released New-type Urbanization Plan 2014-2020 in 

2014, which aims to improve urbanization rate to 60 percent in 2020. This means that there will be 

more than 100 million rural residents to leave the countryside and move to cities and towns from 2014 

to 2020. Facing the ambitious target, we have to think about will there be so many villagers moving to 

and settle down in cities. More and more scholars realized the question and has begun to investigate 

villagers’ intentions of moving to and settle down in various cities. However, most published studies 

have merely focused on villagers’ migration intentions, and insufficient attention has been paid to 

villagers’ intentions to purchase houses in cities. As we all know, except for few people who can enjoy 

national housing benefits, most rural-urban migrants need to buy or rent houses if they would like to 

settle down in cities and towns. In other words, villages’ intentions of purchasing houses in cities are 

foundation of villagers’ intentions to settle down in cities and towns, if most villagers don’t have 

intentions to purchase houses in cities and towns, this will decrease their intentions to settle down in 

cities and towns. In order to fill in this research gap, the paper investigated purchasing house 

intentions of 4166 villagers using data from the Chinese General Social Survey in 2010. Based on a 

multilevel logistic model, the study focused on the role of individual, household, and contextual 

factors in determining purchasing house intentions of rural villagers. The results show that, less than 

10 percent of the surveyed villagers intend to buy houses in the city. Villagers’ purchasing house 

intentions are influenced by individual factors, family factors and contextual factors. In particular, at 

the individual level, villagers who are younger, more educated, and have greater migration experience 

exhibited greater purchasing house intentions. At the household level, villagers from a family with 

higher economic status, more lands, and more actively participated in land transfer are more likely to 

purchase houses in the city. At the county level, the level of local economic development has a 

positive effect on villages’ intentions of purchasing houses. Besides, exorbitant urban housing prices 
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also decrease the probability of villagers purchasing houses in cities and towns. To sum up, purchasing 

house in cities is a huge investment for most villagers, if they would like to purchase houses in cities 

and towns, they must have enough economic strength. 
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Currently, cities face several challenges that emerged along with spatial restructuring, which 

occurred consequent to the shift from the 20th to 21st-century new urbanism (Scott 2017; 2019). Scott 

(2019) considers the growth of city centers a result of this shift, because in new urbanism, the highly 

specialized, globalized, and creative jobs emerging in city centers such as in the financial, information, 

and service sectors are highly valued. Furthermore, Regarding the changing roles of global cities, 

Sassen (1991) argues that they are sites of not only production but also coordination. These new 

economic roles have transformed spatial patterns in New York, London, and other global cities. In 

Tokyo, the central city re-emerged in the late 1990s, some decades after New York and London, 

alongside the transformation driven by globalization, neo-liberalization, and rapid demographic 

changes. With a unique housing market tradition, national and municipal policies on urban 

development, and social changes in the post-growth period of Japan, Tokyo has gradually divided in 

terms of the availability of investments that stimulate urban development, the residential environment, 

and age structure since the 2000s (Hirayama 2005, Kubo 2015).  

Jacobs (2005) found that inequality in terms of employment, income, and extreme population 

shifts expanded in certain wards in the 1990s, and the divide emerged as a by-product of government 

intentions to increase Tokyo’s international competitiveness. In addition, Hirayama (2005) clarifies 

that Tokyo has been divided into hot and cold spots since the late 1990s after orienting national policy 

to stimulate city center renewal to increase new developments, decreasing reinvestment in the suburbs. 

Kubo (2015) also examined the gap expansion between growing city centers and shrinking suburbs in 

Japanese major metropolitan areas since the late 1990s reflecting the national and municipal policies 

that stimulate urban development in central cities to gain global competitiveness. On the other hand, 

less investment, concentration of aging population, and the rise in vacant housing in the outer suburbs 

caused urban shrinkage, resulting in urban divide within a metropolitan area (Kubo 2015; Kubo and 

Yui 2019).  
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This study reviews recent urban discourses that explain the transformation of Tokyo’s spatial 

structure, social changes, and expansion of unequal residential conditions within the metropolitan area. 

First, we review the following discourse: 1) Discussion on globalization, neo-liberalization, and 

changes in housing policies (e.g., Sassen 1991, Scott 2019); 2) debates on the divided cities (e.g., 

Fainstein et al. 1992); 3) debates on the shrinking city (e.g., Couch and Cocks 2013; Hollander 2018); 

and 4) housing and family relations in the post-growth society (e.g., Hirayama and Izuhara 2019; 

Kubo and Yui 2019). Second, we examine the challenges in aging and shrinking Japanese cities with a 

special focus on the Tokyo metropolitan area. Here, we begin by explaining the changes in urban and 

housing policies, demography, and socio-economic conditions. Then, background and characteristics 

of the growth of city center condominium living are examined. The subsequent parts deal with the 

reality of shrinking suburbs using a case to demonstrate the increase in vacant housing and local 

responses to overcome shrinkage. In addition, we propose possible solutions to deal with problems 

related to urban shrinkage and the expanding gap by comparing our findings and the literature review. 
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Images of Okayama City: 

Do they actually reflect real characteristics of Okayama? 
 

HINO Masateru 
 

Professor, Chugokugakuen University 

83, Niwase, Kita-ku, Okayama, Okayama-ken, 701-0197, Japan 

E-mail: masateru0223@gmail.com 

 

I. Purpose 

Citizens share certain images of regions and cities. In this paper, these are termed ‘public images’. 

They are important in order to invite investment and tourism from outside. However, there are very 

few studies that have analyzed whether public images really reflect the reality of a city or not. This 

paper examines whether the public images of Okayama City are proper in relation to the reality from 

the point of view of the sustainability of Okayama City’s vitality. 

 

II. Data: Public images of Okayama City 

Only one paper studied the public images of Okayama City that we could find. However, this 

paper was dated. So, the author accepted images of Okayama introduced in a series of special articles 

issued by Sanyo Press from 2007 to 2008, a local newspaper company, as public ones of Okayama. 

Since Okayama City was promised to become “a government designated city” in 2009, the press 

proceeded with a project to issue a special series of articles concerning changes in administrative 

services, citizens’ expectations and anxieties due to becoming a designated city and the developmental 

direction of the city. In these special articles public images of Okayama City were introduced. 

 

III. Images of Okayama City 

The following five images of Okayama City were introduced in the above articles: 

1) Commercial city: The city originated from a castle town, and plays the role as a center of 

administrative, business, commercial, educational and cultural activities in Okayama 

Prefecture. It is not an industrial city. 

2) Hub city in logistics in the Chugoku-Shikoku area: Although Hiroshima City is generally 

recognized as the regional hub of the Chugoku Region, Okayama City is the gateway to 

Shikoku Island and the Sea of Japan area. Okayama is superior to Hiroshima City in its 

accessibility to the whole area of Shikoku-Chugoku, especially via the railway network.  
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3) Advanced city in medicine and welfare: A department of Okayama University originated 

from the pre-war national medical college which had a history as a prominent medical 

center in western Japan since the beginning of the modern era. Due to such a background, 

the agglomeration of medical facilities is larger compared to other major provincial cities. 

Moreover, Okayama is a city with a pioneering private welfare history such as 

orphanages and welfare systems. 

4) College town: Okayama has relatively many universities and colleges among provincial 

cities. One of national high schools of pre-war educational system called as number 

schools was established in Okayama City, in 1900. The image of Okayama as a college 

town originates mainly from the establishment of this old number school.  

5) A city with an excellent natural environment and abundant history, tradition and culture. 

 

IV. Discussion 

Although Okayama is inferior to regional hub cities such as Sendai and Hiroshima in indices of 

centrality and size, the first four images of Okayama above can be supported even when comparing 

Okayama to other provincial designated cities with a similar population size such as Niigata, 

Kumamoto and Shizuoka. Okayama Municipality stressed the characteristic as a logistic hub city 

within the regional framework of the Chugoku-Shikoku area in its development strategy. However, the 

status of Hiroshima as the regional hub city of Chugoku Region is secure. It is thought that there are 

not so many nationwide companies which relocate their branch offices from Hiroshima to Okayama, 

even if considering the logistical convenience along with the transformation of the regional framework 

from Chugoku Region to Chugoku-Shikoku Region. 

On the other hand, Kurashiki, a large industrial city with 482,000 people, is located adjacent to 

Okayama. This feature was not referred to in the main images of Okayama in the series of newspaper 

articles. It is, however, an important point when the future of Okayama is examined. It is needed to see 

sustainable city vitalization in the framework combining Okayama with Kurashiki, just like twin cities. 

For example, the two cities are expected to cooperate when they host national and international events. 

They are in an inter-complementary and synergetic relationship.  
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Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and South Korea in 1992, there 

have been more and more Koreans who have invested, worked, studied and lived in China, and who 

have become the largest of the legal foreigners in China. The purpose of this paper is to provide an 

in-depth analysis of the daily activities of Koreans in China, to help identify the differences between 

them and the mainstream groups, to see their social integration, and to help us understand the space 

needs better of foreign residents in international cities. 

This paper adopts the GIS method and uses the research area of Guangzhou as the base map to 

visualize the daily activities of Koreans and Chinese people in the same residential area on a working 

day and a day off, to form a space-time path map. Then use the multi-level clustering method to 

explore the characteristics of time, space and mobility of the daily activities of Koreans in China and 

their influencing factors. The results show that the activity paths of the working day have differential 

forms on the rest day. The path pattern of the working day is simpler than the rest day, the spatial 

concentration is higher than the rest day, and the space range is closer than the rest day. Koreans have 

different activities paths due to different attributes such as gender, age, occupation, and time of arrival. 

Comparing with the mainstream groups in Chinese society, the daily activities of Koreans have the 

nature of ethnic and high-end, which is highlighted by the spatial ethnic community and the unique 

rhythm of time at night. These characteristics are mainly affected by three factors: (1) urban spatial 

structure such as residential areas and commercial areas; (2) institutional factors such as talent 

introduction policies, investment promotion policies and foreigner management policies in China; (3) 

ethnic networks, habitus and other social and cultural factors. 

This paper has three inspirations: Koreans in China are one of the main representatives of urban 

multicultural subjects. By grasping the characteristics of their time and space, they can provide 

reference for urban characteristics and urban competitiveness. Koreans have different spatial needs 
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from mainstream groups in Chinese society, which should be considered in the process of urban 

planning and management; Koreans in China are a type of high-end immigrants, different from the 

theoretical and empirical results when studying immigrants from underdeveloped regions to developed 

regions, which makes it necessary to conduct more detailed research on individuals in this group. 
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Keywords: place attachment, migrant, social integration, neighbourhood, Urban China 

 
The transformation of post-reform urban China is marked by the unprecedented scale of migration. 

Although there has been a constant decline in the total number of migrants since 2015, there were still 

2.41 million of them at the end of 2018 according to the National Health Commission of China. Since 

2010, migrant integration (shiminhua) has increasingly become a significant policy issue. According to 

the newly released 2019 New Urbanisation Plan of 31st March 2019, for instance, China will relax 

permanent residency requirements in large cities to achieve the goal of adding 100 million registered 

permanent urban residents from 2016 to 2020. The essence of China’s migrant integration policy is to 

keep migrants in the city and integrate them into urban life. Place attachment promotes and provides 

social stability, familiarity and security (Brown et al., 2003; Wu, 2012), which is closely related to the 

decision to stay or return to the rural area (Clark et al., 2017; Heleniak, 2009; Li et al., 2019) and place 

identity formation (Hernández et al., 2007; Ujang, 2012). Thus, place attachment is the key to 

migrants’ successful incorporation in the city, as it directly reveals migrants’ bonds with the city, 

indicating a sense of citizenship (Wu, 2012). However, existing studies mainly focus on migrants’ 

residential satisfaction (Li and Wu, 2013; Lin and Li, 2017; Tao et al., 2014), neighbourly interaction 

(Wang et al., 2016, 2019; Wu and Logan, 2016), and place attachment at the scale of the 

neighbourhood (Li et al., 2019). Little attention has been given to migrants’ attachment to their cities.  

Earlier studies often regarded China’s internal migrants as a ‘floating population’ (Fan, 2008), and 

the migration process as a de-territorialising process featuring high mobility and weak ties with the 

city (Qian and Zhu, 2014). Migrants face notable institutional, social and cultural barriers in the city 

and often reside in marginalized and unregulated areas, resulting in socio-spatial segregation (Lin and 

Gaubatz, 2017; Liu et al., 2010). However, many recent studies suggest that migrants’ length of 

residence in the city is longer and their willingness to settle is stronger (Li et al., 2009; Tan et al., 

2017), both of which indicate their growing bonds with the city. But at the same time, they are also 

highly mobile in the city. Research has revealed that migrants have higher rates of intra-city residential 
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mobility, compared to locals (Cui et al., 2015; Li and Zhu, 2014). They often move to different 

neighbourhoods due to frequent job changes (Lin and Gaubatz, 2017; Liu and Shen, 2014) and urban 

redevelopment (Wu, 2004). Migrants’ attachment to their neighbourhoods is low (Du, 2017; Wu, 

2012). This study argues that simply evaluating neighbourhood attachment is not appropriate for 

understanding migrants’ integration in the city. In this vein, this paper attempts to explore migrants’ 

attachment to the city rather than to neighbourhoods, and analyses its underlying mechanisms. It 

focuses on the ways in which individual-level, neighbourhood-level and city-level factors can 

contribute to the formation of place-based meanings for migrants.  

The data for this study come from the 2014 China Migrants Dynamic Survey collected by the 

National Health Commission of China in eight pilot cities, including Beijing, Jiaxing, Xiamen, 

Qingdao, Zhengzhou, Shenzhen, Zhongshan and Chengdu. The 2014 migrant survey adopted a 

stratified three-stage probability proportionate to size (PPS) sampling method, collecting 2,000 

samples from each city and 16,000 samples in total. The three stages of sampling are counties and 

street committees, residential communities and village committees, and individuals. PPS was used for 

the first two stages. Then, 20 individual samples were randomly selected according to different 

migrant groups for the third stage. Specifically, migrants were defined as individuals whose hukou 

were not registered in the host city, but who had resided in the city for at least one month and whose 

age was between 15 and 59 at the time of the survey.  

In the questionnaire, there is a question asking how the migrant agrees the statement that he or she 

is attached or belongs (guishu) to the city where he or she lives, with the choice of totally agree, agree, 

disagree, and totally disagree. This question straightforwardly mirrors migrants’ feelings towards their 

city. This question is used as a proxy for place attachment to the city.  ‘Attachment to the city’ or 

guishugan (the feeling of being attached) as used here is slightly different from the term ‘sentiment’ 

(qinqiegan) (Du and Li, 2010; Wu and Logan, 2016). The latter emphasizes affectionate feeling. 

Attachment to the city stresses the sense of belonging and association and indicates a sense of 

citizenship (Wu, 2012).  

In the empirical analysis, this study explores the influences of individual-level, neighbourhood-

level, and city-level factors on migrants’ place attachment. This study first takes into account a number 

of socioeconomic factors which may have effects on migrants’ place attachment, largely based on 

existing studies (Lewicka, 2011). The hukou variable distinguishes rural-to-urban migrants from 

urban-to-urban migrants. Migrants’ marriage status is classified into two categories, namely ‘married’ 

(i.e. married or remarried) or ‘unmarried’ (i.e. single, divorced or widowed). For the occupation 

variable, this study uses the status of employment (employed or unemployed) to simplify the model. 

The effect of income is measured by logged monthly individual income (in Chinese thousand Yuan). A 

merit of using logged income is that it allows us to reduce multicollinearity among variables. The 

length of stay in the host city variable is calculated in the exact number of years.  

Second, this study explores the impact of neighbourhood level factors on place attachment. Logan 
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and Collver (1983:432) contended that “residents’ perception of what their community and other 

communities are like are as important to urban theory as the information on objective characteristics 

on which most urban research is based”. Thus, this paper explores the influence of both subjective and 

objective conditions of the neighbourhood on migrants’ attachment. For the perceived neighbourhood 

conditions, this study selects perceived neighbourhood composition as the major indicator. In Western 

societies, racial and ethnic composition in the neighbourhood has great impact on immigrants’ place 

attachment. Ethnically diverse neighbourhoods tend to have lower social trust and rarer community 

cooperation (Putnam, 2007), which may reduce residents’ place attachment. As such, we propose the 

hypothesis that if a migrant perceives more local residents in the neighbourhood, he or she may have 

lower degrees of attachment. In the questionnaire, respondents were asked to answer the question 

“who are your neighbours” with the choice of “mostly are migrants”, “mostly are local residents”, 

“there is almost equal number of migrants and local residents” and “not sure”. This question provides 

an assessment by migrants about the level of social mix in their neighbourhoods. 

For the objective condition of the neighbourhood, this paper uses neighbourhood types as the 

indicator. In general, existing studies divide China’s neighbourhoods into four types (Li et al., 2012; 

Wang et al., 2016): commodity housing neighbourhood, work-unit of reform housing neighbourhood, 

urban and rural villages, and old inner city neighbourhood. In the questionnaire, the answer for 

neighbourhood types also included neighbourhoods in suburban areas. Due to their marginalized and 

unregulated nature, this study aggregated them into the type of urban and rural villages in order to 

maintain consistency with current neighbourhood studies in China. In addition, homeownership is well 

recognized as a crucial factor for explaining place attachment (Lewicka, 2011). In order to test the 

influence of neighbourhood types, this study further use interaction terms between homeownership 

and neighbourhood types instead of the original four types to indicate the impact of homeownership. 

There are eight different neighbourhood and housing conditions: rental commodity housing, rental 

work-unit housing, rental traditional inner city housing, rental village housing, owned commodity 

housing, owned work-unit housing, owned old inner city housing, and owned village housing. 

Third, the city itself is considered as an important factor that may influence place attachment 

(Lewicka, 2010; Casakin et al., 2015). The eight cities in our study differ on many dimensions, 

including population size, development stage, economy and location. These differences indicate 

different policies towards migrants, as well as attractiveness and lifestyles.The results reveal that 

migrants’ social relationships with the host city have significant implications for their integration in it. 

Despite an emerging literature on migrants’ neighbourhood interaction and place attachment at the 

neighbourhood level, surprisingly few studies have explicitly explored migrants’ attachment to their 

host city. The level of attachment shows a sense of citizenship. In this regard, this paper explores 

migrants’ place attachment in eight Chinese cities and its determinants. This study paid particular 

attention to neighbourhood types, neighbourhood social composition and the characteristics of the city 

itself. The analysis finds some new characteristics of migrants in urban China: their educational level 
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has improved; family migration has become common; although many of them still live in urban and 

rural villages, a large number of them are now living in commodity housing neighbourhoods. 

There are several important findings from our study. First, the results show that homeownership 

does play a crucial role in migrants’ attachment to the city. Wu and Logan (2016) conclude that the 

lack of homeownership does not hinder rural migrants’ social interaction with their neighbours in their 

neighbourhood and does not undermine their sentiment towards the neighbourhood. Our study extends 

this understanding by addressing the impact of homeownership on migrants’ attachment to the city 

rather than the neighbourhood. Homeownership proves to be strongly related to place attachment. In 

other words, homeownership may not be the predictor of neighbouring activities but it is pivotal for 

migrants’ integration in urban China. Homeownership is generally the only way to secure stable 

accommodation in the city (Deng et al., 2016). Homeownership in the city not only indicates one’s 

socioeconomic status, but also directly relates to social welfare, particularly children’s education.  

Second, for the influence of neighbourhood type, the results are different from previous studies at 

the neighbourhood level which claimed that migrants and locals living in old central neighbourhoods 

and urban villages tended to have higher inter-group neighbourly interactions (Wang et al., 2016). Our 

study, by comparing with other types of neighbourhood, especially urban villages, suggests that 

migrants who live in commodity housing are more likely to develop a sense of attachment to the city. 

This is possibly due to the better and more formal living environment of commodity housing 

neighbourhoods. Our results suggest that, although neighbouring in urban villages may contribute to 

community participation (Wang et al., 2019) and enhance community sentiment (Wu and Logan, 

2016), living in commodity housing promotes migrants’ attachment to the city. Urban villages, or 

‘migrant enclaves’, may serve an important role in migrants’ entry into the city (Ma and Xiang, 1998). 

However, living in informal neighbourhoods does not enhance migrants’ attachment to the city. Thus, 

the policy implication related to this point is to develop affordable commodity housing within the 

reach of migrants. 

The third important finding is that migrants who live in a neighbourhood with a higher share of 

local residents are associated with a stronger sense of place attachment to the city. This is different 

from earlier studies in the West on ethnic mix impeding social interaction and integration. This may be 

due to different meanings of social composition. Migration in China is mainly domestic and migrants 

generally share the same ethnic background as local urbanites, so that social mix in China mainly 

indicates a mix of residents with different hukou status and related socioeconomic differences. Thus 

another important policy implication for migrant integration is to promote social mix. A more mixed 

living environment (compared with migrant-dominated neighbourhoods) can enhance migrants’ 

attachment to the city, leading to greater social integration. 

Fourth, this study also reveals a significant variation of migrants’ attachment across different cities. 

In general, migrants show a lower attachment to the most developed cities in China compared with 

other cities, probably because of the stringent migration policies and higher living costs of the 
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developed cities. Thus, this study suggests that different integration policies should be adopted. 
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Although the world “place” is often used in everyday life, it is very difficult to grasp the concept. 

Creswell (2004) argued that the advent of GPS and the Internet would completely change the concept 

of a place. Gyeongridan-gil, located in Itaewon-dong, Yongsan-gu, is a place that has developed 

rapidly in recent years along with the growth of social media. Since then, Mangridan-gil and 

Hwangni-dan-gil have borrowed the formation process of Gyeongridan-gil, and places have been 

created in a similar way. Gyeongridan-gil was the start of a variety of named "Ridan-gil.” This 

research activity first looks at the chronic formation process of a place in Gyeongridan-gil. And it 

sheds light on the place through a new approach to looking around the actors and networks revealed in 

the formation process. By doing so, we examine the possibility of alternative methodologies, including 

relational views on places and landscapes in geography education. The case of Gyeongridan-gil, which 

has suffered injuries and declines over a decade, shows how dynamically the concept of a place can 

change as it interacts with various entities. It cannot be explained solely by a particular time range or 

by a particular actor. The recent development of social media has had a huge impact on the public's 

perception of places. Such cases of "public placeliness" can still be found everywhere. The earlier 

examples of alternative methodologies and Gyeongridan-gil, which look at the landscape of modern 

society, provide students with suggestions that places can be taught from a more open and flexible 

perspective. We hope that this kind of place-of-place activities will help teach more complex 

citizenship on various scales in the future. 
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Since the democratic reform in Tibet, Tibetan people subverted the feudal serf system, established 

the development path of socialism with Chinese and Tibetan characteristics, which effectively 

promoted economic development and social progress. Especially since the reform and opening up in 

China, contemporary Tibetan local culture had begun to combine with power, capital, institutions, 

technology, which promoted the transformation of local culture. Studying the cultural adaptability of 

Tibetan people helped to understand the evolution about meaning of Tibetan locality and the mutual 

game between different parts of local culture as well as the Tibetan individual’s real cultural appeal. 

Based on the cultural adaptability theory and cultural distance theory in the affective, behavioral and 

cognitive dimensions, this paper used questionnaire survey methods and modern mathematical 

statistical analytical approaches to empirically analyze the Tibetan people’s cultural adaptive types, 

differences and direct and intermediary influencing factors. The results showed that there were seven 

cultural adaptive kinds: integration, assimilation, isolation, marginalization, tending to modern culture, 

adaptation to traditional cultural parts, and cultural adaptation that could not be classified. Moreover, 

the Tibetans’ cultural adaptive tendency mainly was to integrate between the parts of modern culture 

and traditional culture in the Tibetan local cultures. At the same time, the Tibetan folk still had a large 

proportion of modifying to traditional culture. In addition, the Tibetans’ cultural adjusted differences 

between the tradition and modernization of the Tibetan culture in the affective and cognitive 

dimensions were smaller than the acculturate features in the behavioral dimension, however, the 

cultural modified distinctions in the affective and cognitive dimensions compared to that in the 

behavioral aspect were more complex. Finally, there were direct and mediating effects that influenced 

the Tibetan folks’ cultural adaptation. On the one hand, the degree of the taboo, etiquette, custom 

- 29 -



compliance required by Tibetan traditional culture (CT) and the degree of impact and freshness of 

modern culture in the dimensions of affection, behavior and cognition (IM) had direct effects on the 

Tibetan folks’ cultural adjustment. Taboo, etiquette, and custom compliance required by Tibetan 

traditional culture (CT) widened the cultural adaptive contrast, while the degree of impact and 

freshness of modern culture in the dimensions of affection, behavior and cognition (IM) reduced its 

difference. On the other hand, the level of national policies’ impact (NP) and the level of social 

stability, openness and development(SO), the level of social stability, openness and development (SO) 

and the degree of impact and freshness of modern culture in the dimensions of affection, behavior and 

cognition (IM), as well as the extent of using internet (UI) and the degree of impact and freshness of 

modern culture in the dimensions of affection, behavior and cognition (IM) had mediating effects on 

the Tibetans’ cultural adaptation. It was concluded that the above mentioned three pairs interacted with 

each other narrowed the Tibetans’ cultural adaptive differences between the traditional and the modern 

part in the Tibetan culture. 

 
Funding: 

This work was supported by the National Natural Science foundation of China (grant number 41571155). 

 

- 30 -



Oa-16 

Spatial Structure of Place Meanings in the Ethnic Tourism Community in 

Western China: A Case Study of Zhaoxing Dong Village in Guizhou 

Province, China 
 

ZHAO Zhenbin 

 
Professor, Shaanxi Normal University 

No. 620, West Chang’an Avenue, Chang’an District, Xi’an 710119, China 

E-mail: zhaozhb@snnu.edu.cn 

 

Keywords: PPGIS, spatial structure, place meaning, ethnic tourism community 

 

Understanding the place meaning and their spatial patterns in traditional ethnic communities will 

be helpful for a better informed planning for rural tourism development in Western China. Although 

sense of place studies have drawn much attention from human geography researchers in the past 

decades, most of those studies applied qualitative methodology or place attachment scales to reveal 

attribute features of people-place bonds, and little work has been done on the place meaning spatial 

patterns with geography spatial analysis. This is somewhat a gap in place meaning research in terms of 

that place meaning should be a spatial feature of human phenomena essentially.  

This research took Zhaoxing Dong village in Guizhou Province in China as a case area, using a 

qualitative spatial analysis method (participatory mapping, GIS + interview, qualitative method), to 

reveal the spatial structure of place meanings in the ethnic tourism community in Western China. As a 

result of qualitative analysis of the field interviews, 8 place meaning themes were found and 

conceptualized as “Personal emotional connection”, “Local fit”, “Social bonding”, “Place advantage”, 

“Local history and culture”, “local beliefs”, “tourism and economy” and “hindering factors”. Based on 

the meaning themes developed and the participatory mapping data, the spatial patterns of the 8 

meaning themes were visualized by GIS.  

Some preliminary findings of this research are: 1) The mixed method is helpful for revealing the 

spatial structure of place meanings and making the local thoughts explicit. 2) There exist spatial 

patterns of meaningful place in the case village (Sacred structure). 3) There are differences between 

villager groups regarding the meaning and spatial pattern. 
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As a distinctive heritage category, linear cultural heritage provides a new concept and perspective 

for resource reorganization and spatial reconstruction. It usually takes the (natural or artificial) river, 

mountain, traffic road, linear structures and etc. as the main axis, connecting surrounding tourism 

resources as series or groups in terms of geographical distribution. In order to maintain the integrity, 

systematic and continuity of regional development, linear cultural heritage has been endowed with a 

multitude of functions, like landscape protection, outdoor leisure, cultural inheritance, and so on. 

However, overcoming the intensifying contradiction between protection and development to explore 

sustainable development mode has become an urgent problem for linear cultural heritage gradually. 

Heritage reuse is the development path gradually formed under this dilemma. By activating heritage 

culture and related business forms, tourism is the most direct, most popular and most prominent way 

to reuse heritage with social and economic benefits. Even though the linear cultural heritage plays an 

increasingly important role in mass leisure tourism, most of the previous studies focused on partial 

areas of heritage, and few revealed the rules of the overall tourism use of heritage. Facing the double 

pressure of practice development and theory promotion, in order to realize the reuse and sustainable 

development goals of linear cultural heritage, this study aims to clarify the tourism value and 

differences along the linear heritage and explore the influencing factors of tourism spatial pattern. 

The Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal is one of the greatest water conservancy engineering systems 

with a long history in the world and has been used up to now. The numerous heritages along the route 

are typical carriers of the production, lifestyle and all kinds of social activities of local residents in the 

canal basin, which witness unique evolution due to the variation of geographical environments. Taking 

the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal as an example, this study evaluates different tourism values along 

the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal, and analyzes influencing mechanism to illustrate current spatial 

pattern of linear cultural heritage tourism. Firstly, based on the attributes of linear cultural heritage, 

this study uses the analytic hierarchy process and the expert consultation method to construct a 
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relatively comprehensive system including natural conditions, social and economic factors, culture and 

heritage values, supporting facilities and operating conditions. Secondly, differences of tourism values 

along the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal are evaluated and compared through spatial analysis method. 

Lastly, the influencing factors and mechanism of the geographical distribution pattern of tourism 

values are explored to put forward optimization strategy for linear cultural heritage tourism. As a result, 

this study not only deepens theoretical research about cultural heritage reuse and tourism, but also 

provides a reference for policy-making and cross-regional cooperation mechanism in designing and 

developing linear cultural heritage tourism products. 
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There are several features of landscape representation shown in the examination of Jeju tourism 

from 1970s through the early 1990s. These landscape features are deeply related not only to the 

complex geopolitical condition of the island, which was unequal relations between the island and 

mainland of the country, but also to the unique cultural and historical background of the island. 

First it is meaningful to examine the traditional way of seeing the beauty of Jeju Island (10 scenic 

views of Youngju (Jeju) (瀛州十景)), which was quite popular since the early 19th century.  The 10 

views include scenes of cattle grazing, fishing and growing tangerine as well as a typical scenic beauty 

of Mt. Halla covered with winter snow. The natural and cultural images were continuously used and 

represented more vividly thanks to the development of modern technology of visual representation. 

Second, tourist concerns were mainly focused on the exotic attraction of natural landscape. Most 

of the tourist spots, recommended in many travel guidebooks at that time, were strange rocks and 

bizarre stones located through seaside of the island. Some magnificent physical landscapes were newly 

promoted as modern attraction such as water falls, caves, and columnar joints etc. Focus on nature can 

be considered as modern representation in terms of the relations between attractive forms and 

scientific knowledge of forming process, thus it is called geological landscape. 

Third, traditional culture and cultural landscape such as stone wall were also appreciated for the 

promotion of tourism. However, these cultural heritage was not rendered as actively engaging in 

human-environment interdependency but was the simple outcome of distinctive environmental 

features; ‘the stony and windy Island, Jeju’ according to a hackneyed expression endlessly reproduced 

in various pop media and texts. Completely missing was the dynamic and tangled relations between 

environmental features and the unique cultural landscape. Some components of cultural landscape 
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were detached from the context of cyclical everyday life and its related practices and discourse of 

geography, over-representing the uniqueness of Jeju life, which is very similar to the way the natural 

landscape of Jeju-sacred Mt. Halla and beautiful Jeju island- was symbolically constructed 

disintegrating the lived relations among the real nature. The outcome is mass-production, reproduction, 

circulation of geographically and ecologically decontextualized landscape images promoted by mass 

media and public discourse  

These three features of symbolic landscape of Jeju prevent us from not only appreciating the 

nature of the island as a whole but also evaluating cultural landscape as an ensemble through which 

people’s endeavor to fully understand and utilize ecological features of the environment is displayed 

and understood.  
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In the development process of China's tourism academia, the research literature on tourism 

planning accounts for nearly one tenth of the total number. Over the past 40 years, China has been 

through the Reform and opening up and experienced a rapid development, and the tourism planning 

research field of China has gone through the inheritance and integration of international and domestic 

theories and applications. Thus, distinct disciplinary features and knowledge domains have formed. 

Some scholars have reviewed the development of tourism planning research by basic mathematical 

statistics, events and theories advancements. 

This paper aims at systematically exploring the knowledge domains of tourism planning research 

in China over the past 40 years (from 1978 to 2018) by adopting the Latent Dirichlet Allocation 

method (LDA). LDA is a clustering algorithm based on Bayesian probability model. This algorithm 

can fit the model of the probability parameters of the cluster to which the key item sets belong in the 

sample data, and then use this parameter model to implement the clustering or classification operation. 

LDA method is a relatively new research method in tourism research, and it also has natural 

advantages in large quantities of data processing. Some scholars have used LDA method to distinguish 

and summarize the differences between the keywords in early and modern tourism research, so as to 

judge the development trend of tourism research, but no research was conducted using Chinese 

research data. 

The original data in this paper was sourced by using 24 important concepts1 in the fields of tourism 

planning as search terms to conduct the online literature retrievals on China National Knowledge 

Infrastructure website. Each sample contains the information of the title, abstract, author, year, 

1 24 important concepts were selected by literature review and experts, including tourism planning, tourism development, 
destination marketing, tourism design, tourist market, tourist resort, tourism geography, tourism product, tourism 
interpretation, tourism resource, tourism infrastructure, tourism policy, tourism area, tourism spatial structure, rural tourism, 
tourism city, tourism destination, red tourism, holistic tourism, tourism image, tourism toilet, sustainable tourism, destination 
brand and tourism transportation. 
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organization and fund of the article. After pretreatment, 25650 published papers are used as effective 

samples for analysis. 

Parameters setting of LDA model are as follows: alpha 5, beta 0.1, niters 2000 and the model runs 

in Gibbs LDA++ package in Ubuntu system. All the samples were clustered into 10 groups by 

recognizing the title of articles, and topic-document distributions are calculated by the model. Through 

the operation results, we can find that China's current tourism planning research can be divided into 10 

knowledge domains: tourism (resources) development, tourism industry, tourism product, rural 

tourism, urban tourism, ecotourism, cultural tourism, regional tourism, spatial structure and destination. 

This paper reveals the statistics changes of the literature on ten topics in the past 40 years and the 

amount of their supportive funds. It also expounds the proportion of targeted research and non-targeted 

research and the spatial features of focus of tourism planning research. 

The analysis shows that knowledge accumulation is relatively balanced in the ten domains, and 

each domain accounts for 9%~11%, with the most accumulated knowledge domain of tourism 

(resources) development of 10.89% and the least accumulated knowledge domain of regional tourism 

of 9.38%. In the past 40 years, all the ten knowledge domains of tourism planning have accumulated 

publications to a certain extent and main research directions have formed in tourism planning field.  

During the past 40 years, the overall study of tourism planning showed a gradual rise, then a decline, 

and then a steady trend in small fluctuations, which can be roughly divided into three stages:  

(1) the initial stage (1979-2000). Tourism planning began to be brought into the research field. The 

research was relatively lagging and the number of literatures published was relatively small. In 

the early stage, the emergence of new literature was basically sporadic, and in the later stage, it 

rose, but the annual volume of articles was still less than 500. 

(2) the developing stage (2001-2011). The research of tourism planning has achieved a take-off 

development. Great importance has been attached to the relevant field, and the growth trend is 

obvious. The number of literatures published has been greatly increased, with the annual 

volume increasing to 1737 articles per year, and the annual volume reaching a peak of 3511 

articles in 2011, 11 times that of the previous stage. Tourism planning research in this stage 

shows a prosperous development. 

(3) the optimizing stage (2012-2018). After the accelerated accumulation of the previous stage, 

tourism planning research has experienced a stage of optimization. In 2012, the annual paper 

volume declined for the first time, and then gradually leveled off in a small fluctuation, with an 

average annual paper volume of 2,088 articles. More and more articles with distinctive and 

independent innovations have been published. 

By analyzing the annual proportion of the ten knowledge domains of tourism planning research, 

different cores and peripheries can be identified. In the early stage, tourism (resource) development, 

urban tourism and ecotourism have been the absolute core of tourism planning research, and it was 

much related to the policy environment of that time in China. Later on, the proportion of these fields 
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