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Abstract

This study examined the pragmatic usage and perception of gohan (meal/rice) among native Japanese
speakers and Vietnamese learners through a web-based survey of 245 responses. Native speakers
primarily understood gohan as “a meal as a whole” or “cooked white rice.” Learners with longer study
or residence experience in Japan tended to use it also to mean “home-style meal” or “staple food.”
Beginners often fail to distinguish among “gohan o tabe ni iko” (let’s go eat), “shokuji ni iko” (let’s
go for a meal), and “meshi ni iko” (let’s grab some food), sometimes misinterpreting ““ meshi ni iko”
as polite. In contrast, learners with extended residence recognized it as a masculine and casual
expression. The findings indicate limitations of textbook-based instruction and suggest that acquiring
pragmatic competence in Japanese depends strongly on contextual and experiential learning.

Keywords: Gohan, Pragmatic, Native Speakers, Learners, Comparative Study
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