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Abstract

This research examines the “X 4 ” type of reduplication in contemporary Japanese and the “XX” type
of reduplication in Vietnamese from the perspectives of structure, meaning, and grammatical function.
Based on a review of previous research, 132 Japanese examples were collected from the Balanced
Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ), and 82 Vietnamese examples were extracted
from a dictionary of Vietnamese reduplication. The analysis shows that both languages share noun,
adjective, and adverbial reduplication, whereas verbal reduplication is frequent in Vietnamese but
limited in Japanese. Semantically, Japanese reduplication mainly expresses plurality, individuality,
repetition, and emphasis, while Vietnamese reduplication conveys a wider range of meanings,
including emphasis, attenuation, and degree. In terms of grammatical function, reduplicated forms in
both languages commonly function as predicates and modifiers, and only nominal reduplication can
serve as subjects. These findings provide useful insights for contrastive linguistics and contribute to
Japanese and Vietnamese language education studies contexts.

Keywords: Contemporary Japanese, Vietnamese, “X X" type, “XX” type, contrastive linguistics
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