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APPLICATION OF DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION IN THE PRESERVATION
AND EDUCATION OF MARITIME FESTIVAL VALUES IN CENTRAL VIETNAM
(A case study of traditional festivals in coastal villages of Hue city)

Nguyen Thi Hoai Phuc
PhD, Faculty of History, University of Sciences, Hue University
nthphuc@husc.edu.vn

Abtract: Amid the accelerating impact of digital transformation on social and cultural life, the
preservation and promotion of intangible cultural heritage require new approaches and tools.
Traditional festivals of coastal communities in Central Viemam represent distinctive cultural spaces
where maritime beliefs, indigenous knowledge, and community identity are closely intertwined with the
marine environment. However, these festivals are increasingly challenged by rapid urbanization and
ongoing social change. Hue city provides a repr ive case for examining these issues, particularly
in coastal villages such as An Cu Dong (Chan May-Lang Co commune), Hai Nhuan (Phong Quang
ward), An Bang (Phu Vinh commune), and Thai Duong Ha Thuong Giap and Thai Duong Ha Ha Giap
(Thuan An ward). Adopting an interdisciplinary approach that integrates cultural studies and digital
technology, this research employs fieldwork, secondary data analysis, and comparative synthesis to
examine the potential role of digital transformation in documenting, preserving, and transmitting the
cultural values of maritime festivals. Through a case study of traditional festivals in the coastal villages
of Hue city, the study highlights how digital technologies can contribute to heritage preservation while
enhancing educational awareness and cultural sustainability in the contemporary digital era.

Keywords: digital transformation, traditional festivals, Central Vietnam, Hue, coastal communities

UNG DUNG CHUYEN POI SO TRONG BAO TON VA GIAO DUC GIA TRI LE
HQI HANG HAI O MIEN TRUNG VIET NAM

(Nghién ctru trudng hgp cic 1€ hoi truyén théng tai cdc lang ven bién thanh phé Hué)

Tém fiit: Trong boi canh chuyén doi 56 tdc dgng ngay cang sdu rong dén doi séng xa hgi, cong tic
bdo ton va phat huy di san van héa phi vt thé @oi hoi nhitng cach tiép cGn méi. Lé héi truyén thong
ctia cir ddn ven bién mién Trung la khéng gian van héa déc thit, noi két tinh tin ngudng, tri thicc din
gian va ban sic cong dong gan véi moi trieong bién, song dang chiu nhiéu tac dong tir d6 thi héa va
bién d@6i xa hi. Thanh phé Hué, véi cac lang bién nhue An Cie Dong (thj xa Chan May - Lang Co), Hai
Nhugn (phwong Phong Qudng), An Béng (xa Phit Vinh), Thai Dwong Ha thieong giap va Thai Duong
Ha ha giap (phirong Thud@n An) la trieong hop dién hinh cho nhirng thach thirc va co hgi trong bao ton
di san hién nay. Nghién cteu nay tiép cdn theo huéng lién nganh giita nghién ciru van héa va cong
ngh¢ 56, sir dung cac phieong phap nhie nghién ciru dien da thiec dia, phicong phap phan tich tai li¢u
thir cap, phirong phdp tong hop, so sanh nham nham lam ré vai tro ciia chuyén doi 56 trong bdo ton
va gido duc gid tri 1€ hgi bién mién Trung, thong qua tricong hop nghién ciru cac 1é héi truyén thong &
cac lang ven bién tai thanh pho Hue.

Tir khod: chuyén i so, Ié héi truyén thong, mién Trung, Hué, ving ven bién

1. Introduction

Festivals have long constituted a familiar form of cultural activity for a broad spectrum of
the population. Each festival, particularly traditional festivals, embodies core cultural and

366 | Ky yéu Hgi thdo Quéc té
Ning lyc s6 - Bon bay cac co s& gido duc va dao tao trong ky nguyén méi

historical values that vividly reflect the cultural identity of the Vietnamese people. According
to Getz (2012), a festival is an event held at a specific time, often on a periodic basis, and
organized for the purposes of commemoration, remembrance, or the celebration of cultural,
historical, or religious values. For coastal communities in Central Vietnam, festivals
associated with the sea possess distinctive characteristics that reflect the cultural identity of
the region.

Amid intensifying globalization and digital transformation, the traditional festivals of
coastal communities in Central Vietnam are facing numerous challenges in the preservation
and transmission of their cultural values. Festivals associated with maritime beliefs, such as
the Cau Ngu festival and the Nghinh Ong festival, not only reflect indigenous knowledge and
the spiritual life of fishing communities but also represent distinctive expressions of maritime
cultural identity. However, ongoing social transformations and the gradual erosion of
traditional knowledge have created an urgent need for effective preservation strategies. In the
contemporary context, digital technologies and digital transformation offer new approaches
for systematically documenting, archiving, and disseminating festival heritage in ways that
are sustainable and widely accessible. Accordingly, research on the application of digital
technologies in the preservation and education of the values embedded in maritime festivals
has become increasingly necessary. Such efforts contribute not only to safeguarding cultural
heritage but also to enhancing public awareness and promoting the development of Central
Vietnam'’s maritime culture in the digital age.

The digitalization of festival-related data has become an inevitable trend in cultural
management in response to contemporary demands. In the context of digital transformation,
festival management has undergone significant changes. Buhalis and Law (2018) note that
digital technologies are reshaping the ways in which festivals are planned, organized,
promoted, and evaluated. Social media platforms such as Facebook, TikTok, and Instagram
have transformed how the public accesses and engages with cultural events (Jung & Tom
Dieck, 2017). Digitization not only contributes to the preservation and safeguarding of

1+ 1 eiisiole s alan mlave an imnartant role in affirming and clevating the value of
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